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At a stated meeting of the Council of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, held October 23, 1916, the following Minute, presented by Hon. 
Charlemagne Tower, was adopted: 

By the death of The Honorable Samuel Whitaker 
Pennypacker, on the 2d of September, 1916, The His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania is called upon not only 
to mourn the loss of its President but is deprived of 
one of its oldest members and most devoted friends. 
For more than forty years his attachment to its inter- 
ests has proved to be a force constantly exerted toward 
the growth and development of the Society and the ex- 
tension of its influence throughout the Commonwealth. 

Governor Pennypacker became an active member of 
The Historical Society on the 25th of March, 1872. He 
was elected to the office of Councillor in May, 1879, 
from which time until his death the Council of the So- 
ciety has enjoyed, in the course of its deliberations, 
the great benefit of his wide experience and ripe judg- 
ment. He was made a Vice-President on the 4th of 
May, 1885, and was elected President on May 14, 1900. 

As the Chief Executive of the State of Pennsylvania, 
Governor Pennypacker 's personality became widely 
known both in the administrative and the social life of 
its people ; in consequence of which his opinions, pub- 
licly expressed on many notable occasions, made an im- 
press on the minds of his fellow-citizens and con- 
tributed largely to the formation of the popular senti- 
ment of the time in which he lived. 
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A man of sturdy character, upright in all his pur- 
poses, he was firm in the tenacity with which he held 
to the convictions that he had formed and to his ideals 
of justice and right. But, endowed as he was with a 
highly philosophical power 6f thought and reason, his 
criticism of men was tempered with gentleness, while 
his contact with others was invariably influenced by a 
natural desire on his part to be kind. 

Above all a loyal son of Pennsylvania, he was always 
ready to render service to his native State in public 
or in private life, and through his devotion to the cause 
which he had thus so near at heart, — to the seeking out 
of facts relating to its early settlement, its laws, its 
people and its general progress from the landing of 
William Penn, he turned his thought toward The His- 
torical Society with an interest which grew stronger 
as the years went by. 

It may fairly be said that the welfare of this Society 
became not only a source of pride to him but one of 
the chief interests also of his life. He gave proof of 
this by the valuable historical writings and essays that 
he contributed in connection with its work, but espe- 
cially so by the solicitude which he manifested and the 
conspicuous aid that he rendered to The Society in the 
erection of the building which it occupies at present 
and in which its archives are safely preserved. 

The Society has lost a faithful benefactor. A fore- 
most citizen of Pennsylvania is gone. 

In entering this note upon their minutes, the Council 
of The Historical Society desire to record the expres- 
sion of their esteem for Governor Pennypacker as a 
man and of the respect with which they cherish his 
memory as a colleague and a friend. 



